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have more than once demanded arbitrary measures of expulsion against foreign employers established in Italy; while the same Japanese workmen who protest against American restrictions on immigration, have called on their government to exclude Chinese labourers from Japan !
The spectacle has an ironic, even a fine comic quality ; but irony and absurdity seem to characterize most manifestations of the human mob. At all events, the tendency to act absurdly is general; and while such action is unjustifiable from the point of view of pure economics, it is natural and inevitable in the light of what we know of human motives and of the psychology of crowds, above all those of the organic communities, welded together by common traditions and common hopes, known as nations. The orthodox economist, the doctrinaire, " scientific" ideologues, may protest that the protectionist " nationalistic " movement in question is all wrong. Their anguish does not alter the fact of its existence. Even so impartial an inquirer as Signor Prato, the first to co-ordinate the immense mass of facts illustrating what he calls " working-class protectionism/' refuses to dwell on any but the purely economic aspects of this world-wide phenomenon, and writes with the same imperturbable logic untempered by common sense that Mr. Norman Angell applies to the problem of international disarmament.
" The truth is," he says, " that it really matters little to humanity to know what area is to be reserved in the future to the expansion of the various races. What greatly interests it on the contrary is to have the assurance that none of the natural sources of wealth, the rational exploitation of which may bring about the greatest general well-being, is to be diverted from human uses by the monopolizing selfishness of little organized groups." 1
The " monopolizing selfishness of little organized groups " is   " scientific " tautology for " national interest " ;   and until Political Economy has done its worst and " Humanity " 1 Le Protectionnisme Ouvrier, p. 119.